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Abstract 

1. Process for the chemical cleavage of racemic mandelic acid and for the preparation especially of D(-)- 
mandelic acid, which comprises reacting DL-mandelic acid in one solvent or in a mixture of several 
solvents of the group water, lower aliphatic alcohols and ketones with D(-)-2-aminobutanoI-(1), 
separating the crystallizing diastereomeric salt from the mother liquor and subsequently splitting 
according to known methods the diastereomeric salts contained in the crystallization product and the 
mother liquor with acids or bases to yield each the optically active acids and D(-)-2-aminobutanol-(1). 
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